LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
in the knowledge he brought to bear on obscure and intri-
cate questions. He was the only law peer who could
spare the time to deal with legislative reforms, and,
being reported the greatest equity lawyer of the day,
his co-operation was eagerly sought for on all matters
that required technical, legal knowledge and scholarly,
patient research. His memory for dates and all circum-
stances connected with previous cases was extraordinary.
The movement for reform was gaining strength in the
country, and it was the subject of many parliamentary
debates. It is impossible to form a correct opinion of the
actions of the governing class towards the miseries of the
time unless we realize the vast improvements that have
since taken place in every department of English life. It
was not only the greed of the Great or their incapacity to
realize the economic conditions by which they were sur-
rounded that determined their attitude to much of the
wretchedness of the time and to many of the crying evils
of their day. They often tolerated, and even excused,
injustices and cruelties, not because they approved of
them, but because they never doubted that the condition
of the poor was fixed by natural, immutable laws, with
which they must not interfere. Therefore, the existence
of a starved, diseased, unemployed and miserable under-
world, and oppressions of every kind, appeared inevitable
to most of them. Few realized that persons and systems
were responsible for most of the conditions they genuinely
deplored. It was this conviction that led benevolent men
like Lord Redesdale, whose life was spent in endeavouring
to forward beneficent legislation, to countenance, and
even to advocate, actions which in these days we look
back upon with horror and amazement.
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